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already on his way to Delhi to throw in his weight on the side of
ariti-Bairam elements. The situation was anything but hopeful
for the Khan. He wavered for many days between open defiance
and abject submission. In the end, on the advice of the hawks
in his camp, he decided in favour of "war if one was thrust upon
him."
For a while, Bairam toyed with the idea of making a common
cause with the Afghans and coming out openly in support of claim
to the throne by a son of Sikandar Sur. He also considered the
advisability of a blitz against Punjab, and making that province a
base for operations against the Emperor's armies. But in moments
of depression, he looked towards Mecca and expressed not infre-
quently a wish to spend the remaining years of his life in the holy
city. His quandary was real. He hung perilously between hope and
hopelessness, and waited for a formal communication from Delhi.
One came on 5 April. It read:
I regret having to address a communication like this to one
who has served the Mughal dynasty loyally and with distinction
for over forty years. The circumstances, however, leave me no
choice. Reports have reached me of your decision to wage a
war against our force. The reliability of these reports has been
checked by me personally with great care. I have reached the
conclusion that you have been misled by a set of self-seeking,
treacherous traitors. Your plans to repair to Lahore and make
Punjab the base for your adventure against our armies are par-
ticularly disturbing. We fear your activities may set the whole
empire ablaze, and lead to results harmful to the Timurid
dynasty. You have given the son of Sikandar Sur leave to de-
part so that he may foment disturbances throughout the country.
You have sent a letter to the Governor of Punjab by the hand
of his Diwan Mubarak, asking him to hold on to the city till
your arrival there. You have also sent a message to Tatar Khan
Pir. You are known to have sent instructions in all directions for
creation of disturbances. Your plans to subjugate Alwar before
pressing on to Lahore are also known to us. You have already
ordered that Shah Abul Ma'ati be freed from the fort at Biana,
He has a great capacity for creating disaffection among our
%al subjects, Notwithstanding these and otlhier similar reports,
we are inclined to take a lenient view of the wfortmiata